




New Island’s stunning scenery is matched by an extraordinary range of wildlife. More than four million 
seabirds inhabit New Island and neighbouring islands. The island is home to over forty bird species, 
including the world’s largest population of slender-billed prions. Significant global populations of black-
browed albatross, striated caracara and southern rockhopper penguins breed here. 
Due to rich inshore waters marine mammals flourish at New Island with breeding groups of fur seals, 
sea lions and Peale’s dolphins. Landsend Bluff's accessibility enables visitors to see an important 
breeding location for South American fur seals. Also keep your eyes open for endemic plants 
including Lady’s Slipper, Clubmoss Cudweed, Vanilla Daisy, Coastal Nassauvia, Woolly Ragwort 
and Smooth Ragwort. 
New Island has a fascinating history with the abundance of wildlife and sheltered harbours 
attracting early sealing and whaling operations. From as early as 1774 New Island was visited 
by North American whaling vessels from New England hence its name “New”. New Island, 
like many locations in the Falklands, suffered from the depredations of these early mariners, with 
the colonies of penguins, albatross and other wildlife on the island being a valuable source of 
oil and food.
Captain Charles H. Barnard, an American from Nantucket, and four crew members were 
stranded on New Island in June 1813 and eventually rescued in November 1814. Barnard 
describes his experience in the book “Marooned”, first published in 1829. Barnard and his men 
constructed a rough stone shelter at the head of Settlement Harbour where the Captain Barnard 
Museum now stands. 
At South Harbour the remains of the only Falklands land-based whaling station can be seen. 
In 1908 a lease for the whaling station was granted to Salvesen & Co. of Leith, Scotland, 
employing around eighty men. However, whale catches were comparatively small and in 1916 
the station closed, moving to the more lucrative whaling grounds in South Georgia. 
A Crown lease was issued for New Island in 1860 bringing sheep and cattle farming, which 
continued unabated for the following hundred years. In 1972 the land was sold to Roddy Napier 
and Ian Strange MBE, subsequently dividing ownership in 1978. Ian’s long-term commitment to 
developing New Island as a wildlife reserve focusing on scientific research and eco-tourism led to 
the setup of NICT and enabled NICT to unite the island as a conservation site in 2006.

About New Island

The wreck of the Protector, near New Island settlement
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Please follow the guidelines
MAINTAIN A DISTANCE of  
6 m (20 ft) between you and  
any wildlife at all times.

WILDLIFE HAVE RIGHT OF WAY 
AT ALL TIMES. Do not block wildlife 
from returning or entering the sea.

TAKE CARE on steep slopes and 
slippery rocks.

BE AWARE of biosecurity.  
Do not introduce invasive species 
to the area.

BE CAREFUL not to trample the 
burrows of nesting seabirds, 
particularly those of Magellanic 
penguins and prions. Avoid 
walking across areas of high 
burrow density.

do not 
litter

no fires

no 
smoking

>6 m 

no flash



H

H

Ship Island

Island

Settlement

Barnard Passage

Coffin's Harbour

Albatross Bay

Bold Hill

Bold Point

North
Harbour 

Sabina Point

Ship Harbour

South Harbour

527

735

New Island

See enlargement for
more detail of 

southern sections

South Hill

Cliff Peak

Beef

  

 

743

Whaling 
Station

Landsend
 Bluff

North
Bluff

Grand Cliff

Eddy
Pt.

Strong Tide Pt.

Cabin

Shanty

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

Heights in feet
above sea level

N

NEW ISLAND 

Miles0 0.5 1 2

Kilometres0 1 2 3

See enlargement for
more detail of 
northern sections

Rookery Hill

Magellanic
penguins

Landsend
Bluff Beef

Island

South Hill

Rookery
     Hill

Coffin's Harbour

Settlement

735

South
Harbour

Grand Cliff

Settlement Rookery

Cliff
Peak

Whaling 
Station

Gentoo
penguins

Rockhopper
penguins

King 
cormorants

Black-browed
albatross

Fur seals

Peregrine falcons

H

0 0.5 1.0 1.5
Kilometres

0 0.25 0.5 0.75 1
Miles

Settlement to Settlement Rookery
0.6 miles (1 km)

New Island South

N

Prion 
breeding 
burrows

NO ENTRY

H

NEW ISLAND WILDLIFE

Precipice Hill

IJS grave

Building 
foundationsFur seals (north)

viewpoint

Fenceline –
turn inland 

Cairn –
Approach Valley start

Cairn –
turn off 

Rover track

Fur seals 
(south) Fur seals

(south)
turn-off

Magellanic
penguins

Precipice Hill
735

Ship
Island

Ship
Harbour

North
Harbour

Albatrosses can 
be found all along 

these cliffs

Remains of sealers’ 
hut and penguin 
boiling pots

Sabina Point 

North Bluff

Cabin

Albatross Bay

Bold Hill

527

Sea lions

0 0.5Kms 21.0 1.5

1.00 0.5Miles

N

Ship Hbr. South to fur seals
1 mile (1.6 kms)
Ship Hbr. North to gentoo penguins
1 mile (1.6 kms)
North Hbr. to North Bluff
1.5 miles (2.4 kms)

New Island North

Key
Path
Vehicle track
Rocks/cliffs

Tussac grass

H

Cruise ship 
anchorage
Helicopter 
landing

Southern
Giant Petrels

Ship
Island

Fenceline –
turn inland 

Southern
Giant Petrels

Peale’s
dolphins

Precipice Hill

WWII
lookout point

Barnard Museum



An exceptional habitat for wildlife and biodiversity, New Island 
is also a significant conservation and scientific research site in the 
Falkland Islands. As part of the commitment to maintaining New 
Island as a wildlife reserve, it has been developed as an important 
site for the study of wildlife and the natural environment since the 
1970s. The Geoffrey C Hughes Field Station is used as a base 
for teams of local and international researchers, assisted by the 
provision of subsidised accommodation and infrastructure.  
Ongoing long-term research has focused on environmental and 
other factors influencing the population dynamics of black-browed 
albatross, southern rockhopper penguin and slender-billed prion. 
Concurrent research projects have been undertaken on other 
species, such as gentoo penguin, white-chinned petrel, Falkland 
skua, imperial cormorant, upland goose and striated caracara.
Research on terrestrial habitats and species includes comprehensive 
surveys, mapping of the island’s main habitats and an occurrence 
catalogue of their associated vascular plants, along with some 
preliminary work on liverworts, mosses, lichens and invertebrates. 
Projects currently being undertaken or planned for the future by 
Falklands Conservation and others include:
• Monitoring status of black-browed albatross, southern 

rockhopper penguin and slender-billed prion populations
• Research on the biodiverse plant and invertebrate communities
• Research on other species for which New Island holds regionally 

important populations, including striated caracara, dolphin gull 
and Falkand skua

• Long-term ecological restoration of New Island’s natural 
environment.

Scientific Research

New Island is an important fur 
seal breeding site

The stunning New Island cliffs

Peale's Dolphins can be seen 
close to the islands

New Island has some of the 
most accessible albatross 
colonies in the Falklands












